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DESTRUCTION     OF     POMPEII,    ITA.LY. 


1"^HERE  is  nothing  that  mankind  can  behold  more  imposing 
or  wonderful  than  the  eruption  of  a  volcano.  Nothing 
that  we  are  permitted  to  see  with  mortal  eyes  can  give  a 
better  idea  of  the  majesty 
and  power  of  Almighty 
God  and  the  weakness  of 
puny  man. 

Let  the  reader  imagine 
himself  iu  close  proximity 
to  the  fiery  torrent  of  an 
active  volcino,  licking  up 
in  its  maddening  course 
everything  combustible — 
houses,  trees,  gardens  and 
objects  of  beauty  and  inter- 
est, that  make  our  earth 
delightful,  and  leaving 
notliing  in  its  wake  but  the 
charred  and  blackened  re- 
mains of  former  loveliness. 
Such  scenes  often  occur  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Mount 
Vesuvius,  located  near  the 
city,  of  Naples,  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  Med  itcrranean. 
Many  towns  and  villages 
have  become  a  prey  to  the 
ravages  of  this  outburst  of 
subterranean  fire. 

Preceeding  the.se  erup- 
tions, the  summit  of  Vesu- 
vius is  covered  with  dense 
black  clouds,  and  occasional 
masses  of  flame  shoot  into 
the  air  hundreds  of_feet, 
illuminating  the  lountry 
for  miles  around.  Immense 
masjcs  of  rock  and  cinders 
are  projected  also;  then 
streams  <(f  lava  are  soe;i 
coursing  down  the  ravines  filiiii;.'  lli 
with    terror.      Showers    of    cirjdor 


mind-!  of   near  re>!dents 
also    fall,  covering    up 
ot'jects  not  destroyed  by  the  Iniriiitig  lava. 


It  was  during  on3  of  these  awfully  grand  eruptions  that  the 
city  of  Pompeii  (pronounced  Pompaye)  was  destroyed  and  so 
buried  up  that  its  location  became  unknown,  and  its  former 

existence  forgotten. 

This  city  was  in  all  its 
glory  when  Christ  was  upon 
the  earth,  and  it  was  dur- 
ing the  life  of  the  apostle 
John  that  it  was  destroyed. 
The  picture  is  intended 
to  represent  the  time  when 
the  eruption  began.  The 
flames  are  filling  the  air 
and  melted  lava  the  tides 
of  the  mountain,  while  the 
lightning  darts  are  piercing 
the  inky  clouds.  The  in- 
habitants are  fleeing  for 
their  lives.  The  rich  and 
poor  are  all  on  a  level ;  all 
are  subject  to  the  dreadful 
fate.  Distinctions  are  all 
forgotten;  the  thought  of 
life  is  the  only  one  that 
prevails  among  the  friglit- 
cnd  masses  of  humanity. 
It  was  indeed  a  judgment 
day  for  them ;  for  in  vain 
they  might  call  upon  their 
gods,  but  no  hope  could  Le 
found. 

Only  the  strong  and 
vigorous  could  make  head- 
way against  the  falling 
showers  of  cinders  and  a 
blackness  that  could  almost 
be  lelt.  The  blind,  the 
aged,  the  decrcpid  were 
left  to  perish.  The  sentinel 
who  was  not  relieved  per- 
ished at  his  po.st.  The  avilron  vainly  sought  shelter  in  the 
corners  and  recesses  of  the  palatial  homes,  only  to  die  by 
sufi"ocalion  and  friiiht.     IMany  m-awlcd  into  the  lower  apar 
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ments  of  buildings,  only  to  bo  swallowed  up  by  streams  of 
black  mud  that  filled  up  the  crevices  that  had  hitherto  been 
left  vacant  by  the  falling  cinders. 

Every  hope  of  escape  was  cut  off.  Even  many  of  those  who 
had  fled  from  the  city  and  gained  the  fields  lost  their  way, 
being  overtaken  by  darkness  and  falling  cinder.'?. 

In  three  days,  according  to  the  historian,  the  city  was  a 
thing  of  the  past,  and  was  buried  up  coiujiletely  froiu  mortal 
eye.     This  event  began  on  the  2-lth  of  August,  A.  D.,  79. 

It  was  not  until  1748  that  excavations  were  made  that 
revealed  the  existence  of  buried  buildings.  The  fact  that  a 
city  did  exist  was  discovered  by  accident,  in  17('i3,  and  from 
that  time  until  the  present  excavations  have  been  going  on 
that  have  revealed  the  former  grandeur  and  beauty  of  Pompeii. 
The  city  contained  30,000  inhabitants  in  its  palmy  days. 
2,000  of  whom  were  destroyed,  according  to  the  estimate  of 
the  historian  Pliny;  but  no  man  can  tell  definitely. 

Many  interesting  relics  are  constantly  being  discovered,  and 
all  are  carefully  removed  to  the  museum  at  Naples. 

The  various  implements  of  industry  used  by  different 
tradesmen  are  found.  Even  the  loaves  put  into  the  oven  pre- 
vious to  the  destruction  were  found  intact,  just  as  they  were 
left  by  the  baker. 

The  walls  were  found  scratched  by  school-boys,  just  as  they 
diffigurc  them  to-day. 

Beautiful  i'rcscoes,  clear  and  bright,  are  found  on  the  walls, 
as  they  were  jtainted  1,S00  years  ago. 

One  distinguishing  feature  was  the  immorality  of  the  people. 
Some  writers  think  that  it  was  the  vengeance  of  God  that 
blotted  out  .'uch  a  wicked  people  and  city.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  the  walls  in  many  of  the  houses  are  covered  with  the 
most  filthy  and  immoral  pictures,  plainly  showing  that  the 
men  who  put  to  death  those  who  stood  up  for  the  mission  of 
the  Son  of  God  were  as  wicked  as  men  could  bo. 

The  purposes  of  God  are  brought  about  in  [lis  own  way. 
The  blood  of  those  who  are  martyred  for  the  testimony  of 
Jesus  does  not  cry  from  the  earth  unheeded.  Those  same 
Pompeiians  who  shouted  "Death  to  the  Christians"  would 
have  given  a  world  (or  deliverance  from  the  dreadful  catas- 
trophe that  befel  them  in  the  destruction  of  their  favoiite 
city. 

Many  skeletons  are  found  ;  some  of  persons  trying  to  cover 
their  mouths  with  their  tunics,  others  grasping  valuables. 

Signor  Fiorelli,  who  conducts  the  excavations  for  the  govcr- 
ment,  has  fouml  a  method  of  pre.<;crving  models  of  the  inhab- 
itants just  as  they  lay  buried  in  ashes.  Whenever  he  has 
reason  to  believe  that  the  corpse  of  any  person  exists  in  the 
ashes  he  makes  a  small  ho'e  into  the  cavity  and  fills  it  with 
liquid  plaster;  when  this  is  hardened  the  surrounding  ashes  are 
removed,  and  the  forms  are  seen  of  men  and  women  just  as 
they  lay  down  and  died. 

It  has  been  said  by  Wer.dall  Philips  that  no  piece  of  liirni- 
ture  can  bo  made  to-day  that  has  a  different  form  from  the 
relics  found  in  the  excavation  of  the  buried  city,  plainly 
showing  that  there  is  vcrj-  little  that  is  new  under  the  sun. 

Let  us  never  forget  that  we  are  all  in  the  hands  of  ati  Eternal 
God,  and,  although  some  may  scoff  at  the  teachings  of  His 
power,  as  shown  in  the  downfall  of  empires,  cities,  and 
people?,  His  promises  will  all  be  fulfilled.  C.  B.  S. 


Some  of  the  domestic  evils  of  drunkenness  arc  houses 
without  windows,  gardens  without  fences,  fields  without 
tillage,  barns  without  roofs,  children  without  clothing,  prin- 
ciples, morals,  or  manners. 


BOOK    OF    MORMON    SKETCHES. 


BY  JAS.    A.    LITTLE. 


[Continued.) 

IN  the  year  3()3,  A.  D  ,  the  Nephites  marched  out  of  their 
fortifications  on  the  frontiers  of  the  land  Desolation,  and 
attacked  the  Lamanites  in  their  own  lands.  They  were 
defeated  and  driven  back.  While  yet  weary  they  were  at- 
tacked by  a  fresh  army  of  the  enemj'.  The  result  was  a 
severe  and  decisive  battle,  in  which  the  city  of  Desolation  was 
taken,  a  great  slaughter  made  among  the  Nephites,  and  many 
of  them  taken  prisoners.  The  remainder  fled  to  the  city  of 
Teancum,  which  was  not  far  from  the  city  of  Desolation. 

In  the  following  year  the  Lamanites  attacked  this  place,  but 
were  defeated.  In  the  flush  of  victory,  the  Nephites  retook 
the  city  of  Desolation.  There  appe:i'--j  to  have  been  a  lull  in 
the  contest  for  about  three  years,  fur  both  parties  to  recruit 
their  strength. 

In  the  year  367,  A.  D.,  the  Lamanites  reversed  the 
struggle.  The  language  of  Mormon  best  describes  the  scene : 
"It  is  impossible  for  the  tongue  to  describe,  or  for  man  to 
write  a  perfect  description  of  the  horrible  scene  of  the  blood 
and  carnage  which  was  among  the  people ;  both  of  the 
Nephites  and  of  the  Lamanites;  and  every  heart  was  har- 
dened, so  that  they  delighted  in  the  shedding  of  blood 
continuallj'.  And  there  never  bad  been  so  great  wickedness 
among  all  the  children  of  Lehi,  nor  even  among  all  the  house 
of  Israel,  according  to  the  words  of  the  Lord,  as  were  among 
this  people." 

In  overwhelming  numbers  the  Lamanites  attacked  the  cities 
of  Desolation  and  Teancum,  drove  cut  the  inhabitants,  and 
took  many  women  and  childien  prisoners,  and  offered  them  up 
as  a  sacrifice  to  their  idols. 

This  is  the  first  instance  of  human  sacrifice  mentioned  in 
the  history  of  the  western  hemisphere.  Whether  this  was 
the  result  of  a  previous  custom  of  the  Lamanites,  or  an  act  of 
barbarous  revenge  and  hate  against  the  Nephites,  the  his- 
torian does  not  inform  us. 

The  custom  of  sacrificing  prisoners  of  war  to  their  divinities, 
l^robably  descended  from  the  Lamanites  of  the  time  of  Mor- 
mon to  the  Aztec?,  eonciuercd  by  Ilern.-indo  Cortcz. 

This  act  of  barbarism  aroused  the  anger  and  coasequenll.N 
the  energies  of  the  Nephites.  TTnder  this  stimulus  they  once 
more  defeated  their  enemies,  and  drove  them  back  into  their 
own  lands. 

This  checked  the  war,  and  there  was  comparative  peace  for 
eight  years.  This  last  victory  of  the  Nephites  clo.'ed  a  period 
of  seven  years  of  active  and  very  destructive  military 
operations,  of  which  the  city  of  Desolation  was  the  common 
centre. 

The  Lamanites  had  made  great  efforts  to  run  the  line  of 
fortifications  across  the  isthmus,  and  the  Nephites  had  made 
a  stubborn  d'ifense,  evidently  realizing  that  their  chances  of 
existence  would  be  greatly  diminished  when  driven  from  this 
Imc.  The  Nephites  had  now  occu|)ied  this  position  for  fifteen 
years. 

From  the  abridged  account  of  this  tremendous  war  in  the 
I?ook  of  Mormon,  we  can  scarcely  realize  that  this  narrow 
neck  of  hind  \^s  the  principal  battle  ground  between  the 
people  of  North  America,  on  one  side,  and  of  South  America 
on  the  other.  The  former  were  fighting  for  existence,  the 
latter  for  the  extermination  of  a  traditional  enemy  and  the 
entire  possession  of  a  continent. 
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In  375,  A.  D. ,  the  Lamanites  renewed  the  war  in  such  vast 
numbers  that  the  power  of  the  Nephites  was  permanently 
broken.  A  great  battle  was  fought  in  which  they  were 
defeated,  and  the  city  of  Dasolation  taken.  They  retreated  to 
the  city  of  Boaz,  from  which  the  Lamanites  were  driven  back 
in  their  first  attack.  In  the  second  they  made  a  great 
slaughter  of  the  Nephites,  and  again  offered  their  women  and 
children  to  idols.  As  the  Nei)hites  again  retreated,  they 
took  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  they  passed  over  with 
them. 

As  it  was  evident  to  the  prophet,  Mormon,  that  the  Laman- 
ites were  getting  permanent  possession  of  the  country,  he 
went  to  the  hill.  Shim,  and  took  all  the  records  deposited 
there  by  Ammaron.  He  now,  from  sympathy  with  the  suffer- 
ings of  his  people,  repented  of  the  oath  he  had  made  thirteen 
years  before,  not  to  lead  them  any  more,  and  again  took  com- 
mand of  their  armies.  Doubtless  the  people  indulged  great 
hopes  that,  under  their  old  leader,  the  fortunes  of  war  would 
once  more  turn  in  their  favor;  but  on  account  of  their  great 
wickedness  he  did  not  share  these  hopes  with  them. 

In  the  year  380,  A.  D.,  the  Lamanites  attacked  in  such 
great  numbers  that  no  efl'nrts  of  the  Nephites  could  save 
them,  for  they  were  fairly  trodden  under  foot  by  the  multitude 
of  their  enemies.  Flight  was  their  only  alternative,  and  those 
who  could  not  flee  were  destroyed. 

As  the  Lamanites  were  merciless  in  their  vengeance,  no 
imagination  can  conceive  the  magnitude  of  the  calamities 
which  now  overwhelmed  the  fleeing  Nephites.  Mormon  says: 
"I  do  not  desire  to  harrow  up  the  souls  of  men  in  casting 
before  them  such  an  awful  scene  of  blood  and  carnage  as  was 
laid  before  mine  eyes." 

During  this  retreat  he  wrote  to  the  king  of  the  Lamanites, 
asking  the  privilege  of  gathering  his  people  to  the  land  of 
Cumorah,  by  a  hill  of  the  same  name,  and  there  give  them 
battle.  This  was  the  hill  Eamah  of  the  Jaredites,  around 
which  they  gathered  to  consummate  their  final  destruction. 

The  king  of  the  Lamanites  granted  the  request  of  jMormon. 
The  presumption  is  reasonable  that  a  formal  armistice  was 
agreed  upon,  by  which  the  Lamanites  manifested  their  con- 
tempt of  the. shattered  and  demoralized  Nephites,  by  giving 
them  ample  time  to  gather  up  their  remaining  strength  for  a 
final  struggle. 

The  land  of  Cumorah  was  a  country  of  many  waters;  of 
rivers  and  fountains.  Although  we  have  no  means  of  ascer- 
taining the  amount  of  territory  which  the  Nephites  designated 
by  this  name,  we  arc  warranted  in  assuming  that  it  comprised 
a  considerable  jiortion  of  the  present  State  of  New  York.  It 
is  still  a  country  of  marshes  and  lakes,  with  their  outlets  and 
feeders.  It  maj'  have  undergone  some  slisht  surface  changes, 
but  in  its  general  characteristics  it  has  not  probably  changed 
much  since  the  days  of  the  Nephites.  It  perhaps  embraces 
as  many  facilities  for  an  extensive  encampment,  and  for  the 
defence  of  a  multitude  of  helpless  women  and  children  by  a 
military  force,  as  any  available  location  on  the  continent. 

There  the  Nephites  hoped,  by  a  general  desperate  cflfort,  to 
gain  some  advantage  over  their  unrelenting  enemies,  but 
<iener;d  Mormon  had  little  or  no  faith  in  the  final  preservation 
of  his  peojile,  .-md  deliberately  jirepared  for  the  bitter  end 
which  seemed  inevitable. 

He  carefully  hid  up  in  the  hill  Cumorah,  all  the  records  of 
the  Nephites  which  liad  been  handed  down  from  generation  to 
generation,  from  the  days  of  the  patriarch  Lehi,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  plates  which  he  entrusted  to  his  son 
Moroni,   for  the  purpose  of  closing   up    the   history  of  his 


people,  and  of  making  a  record  of  such  items  of  doctrine  as 
inspiration  might  suggest,  for  the  benefit  of  future  genera- 
tions. 

Around  the  hill  Cumorah  was  to  culminate  the  bitterness 
and  hate  of  nearly  eight  centuries  of  war  and  bloodshed, 
between  two  branches  of  the  same  family,  both  of  which  had 
a  knowledge  of  their  origin  and  relationship. 

With  the  exception  of  about  200  years  immediately  subfe- 
quent  to  the  death  and  ministration  of  our  Savior,  there  had 
been  but  little  time  in  which  the  two  peoples  had  not  been  in 
a  state  of  hostility.  When  actual  war  was  not  raging,  it  was 
more  usually  the  re.sult  of  circumstances  than  of  a  desire  for 
peace,  especially  on  the  part  of  the  Lamanites,  who  were 
usuall}'  the  aggressors. 

iTo  he  Continued.) 


A     MISSIONARY     SKETCH. 


BY   H.    G.    B. 


TN  Surry  Co.,  N.  C,  in  1868,  Elder  H.  K.  Coray  and  I  had 
-*-  made  out  our  appointments  ahead  for  the  first,  second, 
fourth  and  fifth  Sundays  in  August,  but  failed  to  get  out  an 
appointment  for  the  third  Sunday,  although  we  had  made 
every  effort  to  do  so. 

On  the  morning  of  the  first  Sunday,  E.-quire  Wm.  Hill 
came  to  us  and  reported  that  some  Methodist  ministers  had 
given  out  an  appointment  for  the  bowery,  at  Cross  Roads,  at 
]  1  o'clock,  a.  m.,  on  the  third  Sunday  of  that  month,  for  the 
purpose  of  "exposing  '  Mormonism.' " 

The  'squire  seemed  very  anxious  for  us  to  make  an  appoint- 
ment for  the  same  day  and  place,  at  '2  p.  m.,  which,  after  due 
deliberation,  we  did,  referring  to  the  other  meeting  and  its 
purpose,  and  then  stating  that  we  would,  at  our  meeting,  con- 
tinue the  exposition  of  "Mormonism." 

The  news  of  these  appointments  soon  sjiread  far  and  wide, 
as  connected  therewith  was  also  the  idea  of  a  discussion. 

Arriving  at  the  place  a  little  before  11  o'clock,  a.  m.,  we 
found  the  people  had  filled  up  the  bowery,  and  the  woods 
also  seemed  to  be  alive  with  them. 

But  those  ministers,  after  hearing  that  we  would  reply  to 
their  slander  in  the  afternoon,  failed  to  put  in  an  appearance. 

However,  four  others,  two  Methodists  and  two  Missionary 
Baptists,  attended  the  meeting. 

Discourses  were  delivered  by  two  of  these  divines,  one  of 
each  denomination,  neither  of  whom  alluded  to  our  peopie,  or 
doctrines;  but  each,  at  the  close  of  his  sermon,  gave  liberty  to 
any  other  minister  to  reply  to  any  doctrines  that  had  been 
advanced. 

No  one  replying,  their  meeting  closed  at  half-past  1  o'clock, 
at  whicli  time  we  announced  that  there  would  be  a  rece-s  for 
thirty  minutes,  when  our  meeting  would  commence. 

The  intermission  afforded  them  time  for  all  to  take  dinner, 
as  nearly  all  had  brought  lunch  from  their  homos. 

During  the  forenoon  meeting  crowds  of  people  were  strolling 
through  the  adjncoit  woods,  among  the  carriages,  wagons  and 
horses,  and  crowding  about  the  well.  ]>ut  when  o>u-  meeting 
commenced,  liU  gathered  in  .-md  about  the  bowery,  into  a  vast 
and  conrjjact  as.semblage. 

The  contrast  was  apparent  to  all,  and  especially  was  it  grati- 
fying to  us. 

Tiie  Rev.  Mr.  Cordell,  a  Baptist,  took  liis  seat  upon  the 
stand  with  us.  The  Rev.  .'Mr.  dray,  a  l\[cthodist,  .sit  in 
front  and  near  the  stand,  tilting  himself  back  in  his  chair 
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with  both  thumbs  iuserted  in  the  arm  holes  of  his  vest,  look- 
ing as  if  he  thought  St.  Paul's  overcoat  too  small  to  make  a 
vest  pattern  for  him.     The  two  others  sat  near  Mr.  Gray. 

Our  meeting  opened.  The  discourse  was  upon  the  first 
principles  of  the  gospel — faith,  repentance,  bapti^m,  the 
bestowal  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  gifts  and  blessings  enjoyed 
by  the  members,  and  the  organization  of  the  Church  with 
apostles,  prophets,  etc. 

Quotations  from  the  Bible,  in  abundance,  were  brought  for- 
ward to  fully  prove  these  points  of  doctrine. 

The  preachers  and  many  of  the  people  seemed  to  be  very 
much  astonished  that  it  was  such  an  easy  matter  to  establish 
these  doctrines  by  the  scriptures.  E-pecially  did  the  Kev. 
Mr.  Gray  forget  all  his  assumed  dignity,  and,  leaning  forward 
in  his  chair,  looked  as  amazed  as  he  could  be,  evidently  realiz- 
ing that  he,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  was  listening  to  the 
gospel. 

At  the  close  of  the  discourse  liberty  wa?  extended  to  any 
person  present  to  make  remarks  upon  the  doctrines  wo  had 
set  forth. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Cordell  arofe,  and  said,  '"I  have  belonged  to 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  for  thirty  years,  and  have  been 
a  minister  of  that  church  for  twenty-five  years  of  that  time, 
and  I  have  just  listened  to  a  discour.'-e,  setting  forth  the  doc- 
trines T  have  always,  during  that  time,  believed  in  and 
preached.  Yet,  I  will  not  believe  except  Mr.  Boyle  will  work 
a  miracle,  and,  even  then,  I  will  not  go  to  Utah." 

Now  this  great  preacher  (for  as  such  was  he  esteemed  by 
the  people  who  knew  himl.  when  be  arose  to  his  feet,  was 
white  as  a  ghost,  and  trembling  from  head  to  foot,  really  not 
knowing  what  he  was  saying. 

I  must  confess  that  I  was  surprised  at  what  he  said,  and  so 
were  nine-tenths  of  those  present. 

I  could  see  the  people  all  through  the  audicnre  exchanging 
glances  of  astonishment,  and  many  were  really  chagrined,  and 
some  actually  laughing  at  the  absurdity  of  what  he  was 
saying. 

All  knew  what  he  said  was  fals'^.  when  he  a.sserled  that  ho 
had  always  believed  in  and  preached  what  he  had  just  heard. 

When  he  sat  down,  I  called  the  attention  of  the  people  to 
the  inconsistency  of  calling  lor  a  miracle,  to  make  him  believe 
what  he  professed  to  have  believed  and  preached  for 
twenty-five  }-ears.  As  to  whether  he  had  really  made  a  truth- 
ful statement,  I  said  I  would  leave  them  to  decide,  as  they 
were  all  acmiainted  with  his  reverence  and  I  was  not.  I  also 
referred  to  the  idea  he  seemed  to  entertain,  that  some  one 
wislied  him  to  go  to  I'tah.  I  was  sure  that  I  had  not  invited 
him  to  go  to  I'tah,  neither  did  I  believe  any  of  my  friends  had. 

His  brother  preacher  remarked,  next  day,  to  'Snuire  Hill, 
that  he  would  not  have  had  "Brother  Coideli"  .so  disgrace 
himself  for  five  hundred  dollars  out  of  his  own  pocket. 

The  result  of  the  meeting  was  good.  The  report  of  it  went 
far  and  wide,  and  helped  us  to  a  great  extent  in  our  subsequent 
labors.  A  great  many  were  soon  af'ti-rwards  baptized  in  that 
section,  among  them  'S(|uire  Hill  and  five  or  six  of  his 
family. 

We  afterwards  looked  upon  it  as  providential  that  we  did 
not  get  out  an  appointmcDt  sooner  for  the  third  Sunday  in 
August.  I'^r.s. 

Apropos  to  this  incident,  I  may  mention  that  when  I  was 
in  North  ( 'arolina.  recently,  I  was  informed  by  a  number  of  per- 
sons that  .^Ir.  ('ordell  often  asserts  that  the  Latter-day  Saints 
can  prove  all  their  doctrines  by  the  scriptures,  and  that  he 
never  speaks  evil  of  them. 


ANSWER    TO    PRAYER. 


p.r  L. 
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TN  proof  of  the  fact  that  the  Lord  hears  and  answers  "the 
-^     prayer  of  faith,"  the  writer  has  had  abundant  evidence. 

Not  only  has  he  known  the  sick  to  be  healed  in  almost 
numberless  instances,  when  anointed  and  prayed  for  by  the 
Elders  of  the  Church,  but  be  has  had  his  own  prayers  answered 
in  regard  to  other  things  very  many  times. 

These  answers  have  sometimes  come,  too,  in  such  a  signal 
manner  as  to  leave  no  room  for  supposing  that  they  were  the 
result  of  chance. 

From  childhood  he  was  taught  by  his  parents  to  have  faith 
in  the  Lord,  and  to  appeal  to  Him  for  help  when  in  trouble. 
In  doing  so  be  ever  experienced  such  relief  and  comfort,  that 
it  seemed  the  most  natural  thing  for  him  to  do  when  in  need 
of  bel|). 

When  a  small  boy,  as  was  the  case  with  most  other  boys 
who  grew  uj)  in  these  valleys  years  ago,  he  was  occasionally 
re([uired  to  herd  cows.  Sometimes  his  cows  would  wander  oft" 
and  get  lost,  and  he  would  be  filled  with  dread  at  thoughts  of 
going  home  without  them.  At  such  times,  if  he  could  get 
off  alone,  where  no  other  person  could  see  him,  he  always 
liked  to  kneel  in  bumble  jirayer  and  ask  the  Lord  to  prom]it 
him  to  go  in  the  right  direction  to  find  the  missing  animals. 

In  looking  back  now  at  those  early  experiences,  he  cannot 
recall  to  mind  a  single  instance  in  which  he  failed  to  have  his 
prayers  answered. 

Thus  in  his  early  years  an  acquaintance  with  the  Lord  was 
cultivated,  and  he  grew  to  regard  Him  as  his  best  friend — a 
friend  whom  be  could  appeal  to.  without  anyone  else  knowing 
it,  with  jierfect  confidence  of  having  his  requests  granted. 
This  was  a  great  comfort  to  him,  for  he  was  a  very  bashful 
boy,  and  could  not  have  asked  favors  of  others  with  so  much 
freedom  as  he  did  of  the  Lord.  Indeed,  he  never  dared,  when 
a  boy,  to  let  anyone  know  how  he  prayed  to  the  Lord  when 
be.sct  by  trouble,  and  bow  his  prayers  were  answered.  He 
would  even  shrink  from  saying  anything  about  it  now,  were  it 
not  that  he  hopes  an  account  of  his  experience  may  tend  to 
inspire  some  others  with  faith  in  the  Lord. 

On  one  oecassion,  when  riding  on  the  range  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Jordan  river,  be  lost  a  iiocket  book,  containing  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  money  and  valuable  iiapers,  from  bis  jiocket. 

When  he  discovered  his  loss  he  had  traveled  perhaps 
about  twenty  miles,  and  had  no  idea  where  he  had  lost  it. 
Much  of  the  distance  he  had  traver.sed  was  over  the  rough 
jirairie  where  there  were  no  roads  and  where  sage  and  rabbit 
brush  grew  in  abundance. 

Any  person  acquainteil  with  the  coixlition  of  that  region  of 
country  when  in  its  wild  state,  can  understand  how  fruitless  a 
search  for  so  .small  an  article  as  a  pocket  book  would  be  likely 
to  prove  on  the  .Ionian  range.  One  might  almost  as  well 
hunt  for  a  neeillc  in  a  haystack. 

However,  with  many  anxious  forebodings,  caused  lirincipally 
by  the  fact  that  much  that  the  jiocket  book  contained  was  not 
his  own,  and  that  he  could  not  rejiiacc  it,  if  lo.st,  he  UKiunted 
a  fresh  hor.«e  and  started  uj)on  his  search. 

He  made  hi.s  way  a,s  nearly  as  he  could  judge,  without  any 
track  to  guide  him,  over  the  .same  route  he  had  first  traveled 
till  he  got  sunie  distance  out  on  the  range.  There,  when  far 
out  of  sight  of  human  eyes,  lie  knelt  and  called  niion  the 
Lord  in  earnest  iiraycr.  He  asked  with  all  the  faith  that  he 
could  command  that  hi;  might  be  led  to  the  place  where  the 
lost  trea.sure  had  fallen. 
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Mounting  his  horse  again,  with  a  hopeful  feeling,  he  allowed 
the  animal  to  choose  his  own  course,  when,  imagine  his  joy, 
after  going  a  short  distance,  to  see  the  pocket  book  lying 
directly  in  front  of  his  horse.  With  a  light  heart  and  fuil  of 
gratitude  to  the  Almighty,  he  returned  home,  feeling  that  a 
more  direct  answer  to  hi«  prayer  could  scarcely  have  been 
given  him. 


A     TRIP    FROM    THE    CITY    OF 
MEXICO    TO    ARIZONA. 


BY    M.    G.    TREJO. 


^^HILE  in  the  State  of  Hidalgo  we  found  friends  whom 
* ''  we  had  met  in  the  City  of  Mexico,  under  the  following 
circumstances : 

From  the  time  of  our  arrival  in  the  City  of  Mexico,  the 
news  spread  abroad  that  a  church  like  the  first  church  of 
of  Christ  had  been  established  there,  with  all  the  gifts  and 
blessinss  of  the  early  church,  and  also  that  the  true  scriptures 
had  been  discovered  in  the  manuscripts  of  the  old  Indians. 
As  it  happened,  one  of  the  leading  families  of  the  country, 
living  at  Nopala,  in  the  State  of  Hidalgo,  went  on  a  visit  to 
the  City  of  Jlexico.  Being  old  acquaintances  of  Brother 
Khodakanaty's  (our  president  of  the  Mexican  branch),  they 
called  upon  him  and  inquired  whether  this  rumor  was  true. 
Brother  Rhodakanaty  informed  him  that  such  a  church,  for  the 
coming  of  which  he,  himself,  had  been  waiting  so  long,  had 
really  been  established  there,  and  he  explained  to  them  some- 
what of  the  principles  of  the  gospel.  They  were  so  pleased 
j  that  they  soon  started  out  in  search  of  Brother  Stewart  and 
myself 

The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  powerful  in  our  conversation  with 
them,  and  they  were  so  convinced  of  the  power  that  accom- 
panied us,  that,  after  consulting  together,  they  sent  for  a 
young  man  of  their  family  who  was  aiflicted  with  a  disease 
that  the  doctors  had  pronounced  incurable.  On  his  arrival 
they  asked  us  to  administer  to  him,  which  we  did,  and  exerted 
all  the  faith  we  could  in  his  behalf  The  young  man  remained 
in  the  city  three  days  afterwards  and  then  returned  home,  and 
one  week  from  that  time  he  was  almost  entirely  recovered. 

When  I  and  my  traveling  companion  arrived  at  their  home 
we  found  this  family  and  a  great  many  of  their  relatives 
anxious  to  see  us  and  Irarn  more  about  the  gospel.  Before 
we  left  them  we  bapti/.  d  two  men  of  the  family  and  one 
woman,  the  latter  beiii^  the  first  of  her  sex  baptized  in 
Mexico.  They  are  literal  descendants  of  Guatemozin,  the 
last  Aztec  king,  and  they  have  been  at  the  head  of  every 
liberal  movement  in  the  country,  where  they  have  great  influ- 
ence. 

Full  of  gratitude  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  we  went  on  our 
way,  with  a  recommendation  from  this  family  to  another  in 
the  adjacent  State,  which  is  called  Queretaro. 

Here  we  were  kindly  received,  and,  after  talking  with  our 
host  about  the  princiiiles  of  our  religion  and  leaving  with  him 
some  of  our  pamphlets  and  the  Voice  of  Waruing.  in  Spanish, 
we  proceeded  on  to  the  capital  of  the  State  with  a  recom- 
mendation from  our  last  friend. 

The  country  through  which  we  were  now  passing  is  a  little 
diflerent  from  that  of  the  Stale  of  Mexico.  The  mountains 
are  not  so  liigh,  so  that  we  did  not  .see  any  more  snow-covered 
peaks  like  those  near  the  capital,  nor  .'■o  much  timber  in  the 
sloping  foothills.  Nor  were  there  any  lakes  to  beautify  the 
^        landscape,  such  as  we  were  used  to  seeing,  but  in  the  place  of 


all  this  we  had  a  hilly  country,  rough  and  rocky  in  some 
places,  intersected  with  rivers,  along  the  sides  of  which  there 
are  narrow  bottom  lands  where  the  people  raise  their  vegeta- 
bles and  frait.  These  narrow  valleys  are  very  fertile  and  are 
in  striking  contrast  with  the  partial  barrenness  of  the  hilly 
land. 

The  people  also  were  very  different  from  those  of  the  City 
of  Mexico  and  the  surrounding  region.  Many  of  them  are 
quite  industrious.  They  use  the  fibre  of  the  maguey  plant  to 
make  ropes,  which  are  much  superior  to  those  made  from 
manila.  They  also  spin  wool  and  make  their  own  cloth,  and 
their  orchards,  for  many  miles  in  extent,  are  well  cultivated, 
though  the  fruit  is  small  and  inferior  in  quality. 

Near  the  capital  of  the  State  the  country  begins  to  open 
into  a  beautiful  valley,  very  wide  and  long,  with  some  few 
barren  hills  in  it.  This  valley  is  watered  from  an  under-ground 
current,  from  ten  to  twenty  feet  below  the  surface.  The  peo- 
ple use  the  Chinese  style  of  wells,  and  though  in  some  places 
there  is  a  well  on  every  1  fiO  acres  of  land,  the  water  never  fails 
nor  diminishes.  The  land  in  this  vallej'  is  very  rich  and  pro- 
ductive, and  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  pieces  of  table  land 
I  have  ever  seen.  It  must  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in 
length,  and  here  is  situated  the  largest  and  richest  towns  of 
the  State  of  Queietaro.  The  whole  of  the  land  from  this  val- 
ley north  to  the  minor  State  of  Guanajuato  partakes  somewhat 
of  the  same  character,  though  the  water  there  is  a  little  deeper 
below  the  surface,  and  the  country  is  more  intersectedjwith 
hills. 

I  have  seen  only  one  place  which  I  think  superior  to  this  in 
the  table  land  of  Mexico,  and  that  is  thei^valley  of  Toluca, 
which  commences  some  thirty  miles  north-west  of  the  City  of 
Mexico,  and  is  surrounded  on  the  south  by  the  snow^peaks  of 
Popocatepetl  and  Toluca.  This  valley  occupies  the  highest 
land  in  the  republic,  being  so  cold  in  its  mountains  that  the 
Mexicans  scarcely  dare  inhabit  them.  The  whole  of  the  valley 
is  fit  for  cultivation,  even  the  mountain  sides  and  hills. 
Wherever  the  timber  (which  is  very  abundant)  has  been 
cleared  ofi",  one  may  see  wheat,  corn,  fruit  trees,  lucerne, 
etc.,  growing  in  rich  profusion,  the  ground  being  continually 
moist,  even  during  the  dry  season.  The  valley  is  very  health- 
ful, too,  and  1  have  never  seen  any  other  country  so  well  fitted 
for  agriculture  and  st03k-raising.  This  is  the  place  where  the 
Protestants  of  Mexico  made  their  first  start.  The  people  of 
this  region  have  always  been  noted  for  their  liberal  ideas  and 
honesty. 

Returning  to  the  narrative  of  our  travels,  I  may  say  that 
we  arrived  safely  at  the  city  of  Queretaro,  the  capital  of  the 
State  of  the  same  name,  the  place  where  Maximilian  was 
shot. 

It  is  an  old  traditional  city,  where  the  papal  clergy  has  full 
sway,  with  all  the  attendant  consequences.  Our  simple 
presenos  on  one  of  the  citj'  squares  was  almost  sufficient  to 
raise  a  mob  against  us.  The  people  began  to  gather  round  us, 
crying  ^^  ProUitant'-'i!  Prntesfnnti's!" 

Finding  such  a  stro:ig  spirit  of  opposition  there,  we  soon 
left  and  proeccded  northward,  in  hopes  of  finding  a  better  peo- 
ple anil  a  more  favorable  chancj  of  preaching  the  gospel. 


Bad  thoughts  are  worse  enemies  even  than  are  tigers;  for 
we  can  keep  out  of  the  way  of  wild  beasts,  but  bad  thoughts 
win  their  way  everywhere.  The  cup  that  is  full  will  hold  no 
more;  keep  your  hearts  so  full  of  good  thoughts  that  bad 
thoughts  may  not  (iiid  niiim. 
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EIDITOK/Z.A.L   THIOTJCS-HITS. 

/^-^St^^rf^vS^  ^C  H  has  been  said  and  written,  in  the 
('r  i^^^y ^^OT  ''^'^'"'^  °f  advice  to  young  people,  about 
VMi^vJJi^Oa  pride.  It  is  certainly  true  that  pride, 
when  it  leads  us  to  be  arrogant  and  harsh 
towards  our  fellows,  or  when  it  prevents 
us  from  gaining  knowledge,  even  from  the 
most  humble  sources,  is  deserving  of  all 
..^^  the  condemnation  we  can  bestow  upon  it. 
^j)  Pride,  too,  when  it  puffs  us  up  with  an 
idea  of  our  importance  and  superiority, 
and  makes  U3  forget  God  and  our  obligations 
to  Him  and  our  fellow-beings,  is  a  vice  to  be 
guarded  against.  It  is  the  snare  of  the  evil 
one.  He  puts  it  into  our  hearts  to  claim  for 
ourselves  the  credit  we  should  give  to  the 
Almighty. 

It  is  related  of  John  Bunyan,  the  celebrated 
author  of  "Pilgrim's  Progress,"  that  after  having 
delivered  an  eloquent  and  powerful  discourse,  he  was  compli- 
mented by  his  friends  on  the  excellence  of  his  effort.  While 
they  were  crowding  around  him,  estollicg  his  eloquence  and 
sounding  his  praise,  he  suddenly  interrupted  them  with : 
"You  need  not  remind  me  of  that,  for  the  devil  told  mc  of 
it  before  I  was  out  of  ihe  pulpit !" 

The  wisdom,  learning,  eloquence,  ability,  wealth  and  power 
that  a  person  may  possess  should   never  cause  him  to  feel 
proud,  for  that  same  power  which  gave   them  to  him  could 
deprive  him  of  them  in  an  instant.     The  wisdom  of  man,  con- 
trasted with  that  of  the  Almighty,  is  as  the  faintest,  shortest 
breath,  compared  with  the  powerful  and  eternal  winds  that 
blow.     So  with   wealth  and  every  other  worldly  blessing  we 
possess:  ihey  arc  but  lent  us  for  a  brief  period.     We  have  no 
right  to  feel  proud  over  their  possession.      We  only  manifest 
our  folly  in  doing  so.     As  Pope  has  aptly  expressed  it : 
"Of  all  the  causes  which  conspire  to  blind 
Man's  erring  judgment,  and  mi.=guidcd  mind, 
"What  the  weak  head  with  strongest  bias  rules 
Is  pride— the  never-failing  vice  of  fools." 

But  while  jiride,  such  as  we  have  mentioned,  is  not  only  an 
effectual  barrier  to  improvement,  and  a  sin,  there  is  a  kind  of 
pride  that  is  commendable.  As  an  old  writer  has  .said:  "there 
is  this  paradox  in  pride — it  makes  some  men  ridiculous,  but 
prevents  others  from  becoming  so." 

Pride  of  character,  that  would  i>revent  a  person  from  being 
guihy  of  any  base  action  that  would  bring  disgrace  upon  his 
family,  and  cast  a  stigma  upon  his  reputation,  is  proper. 

Wc  hope  all  our  young  readers  will  have  sufficient  respect 
for,  and  pride  in  the  good  name  of  their  familes,  to  prevent 
them  from  marring  it  by  their  own  misconduct.  Wc  hope 
they  will  have  too  much  pride  to  a.ssociatc  with  and  jiartake 
of  the  influence  of  disreputable  persons.  We  hope  their 
pride  will  never  allow  them  to  fall  into  low  and  groveling 
habits  and  vices.  We  hope  their  pride  in  the  pure  principles  of 
the  gospel  which  the  Lord  has  revea'ed  for  our  guidance,  will 
stimulate  them  to  acquire  a  thorough  knowledge  of  (hem, 


that  they  may  be  able  to  defend  and  advocate  them  with 
credit  to  themselves  and  the  cause  of  truth. 

This  is  a  kind  of  pride  of  which  we  need  not  be  ashamed, 
and  which  is  not  likely  to  lead  to  evil  consequences.  This  is 
not  the  pride  the  wise  man  had  in  his  mind  when  he  wrote  : 
"Pride  goeth  before  destruction,  and  an  haughty  spirit  before 
a  fall.  Better  it  is  to  be  of  an  humble  spirit  with  the  lowly 
than  to  divide  the  spoil  with  the  proud." 


nr^HE  Saints  have  been  taught  for  a  great  many  years  past 
-*-  that  tea  and  coffee  were  not  proper  drinks  for  them  to 
indulge  in,  and  that  they  were  among  the  "hot  drinks"  con- 
demned in  the  "Word  of  Wisdom."  The  fact  that  many 
persons  claiming  to  be  Saints  still  indulge  in  these  forbidden 
drinks,  is  proof  that  they  either  do  not  believe  in  their  injuri- 
ous effects  or  disregard  them.  That  tea  is  bad  for  the  human 
system  there  is  abundant  testimony  from  physicians  and  other 
scientific  men  who  know  nothing  of  such  a  revelation  as  the 
"Word  of  Wisdom,"  and  are  therefore  not  influenced  in  their 
conclusions  by  it.  And  now  we  have  the  testimony  of  an 
eminent  physician.  Dr.  Robert  Walter,  in  regard  to  coffee. 
He  says  : 

"The  active  principle  of  coffee  is  a  poison,  and  as  such 
excites  the  general  nervous  system  to  increased  functional 
action,  and  in  doing  so  tends  to  the  exhaustion  of  vital  power. 
A  man  cannot  have  the  same  power  which  he  uses,  and  as 
coffee  enables  him  to  use  power  more  freely  than  he  otherwise 
would,  it  reduces  the  amount  of  this  power  which  he  actually 
possesses.  Secondly,  it  tends  to  break  up  the  true  relations 
between  the  organs  of  excretion  and  nutrition.  In  other 
words  it  prevents  the  breaking  down  of  effete  tissues,  and  the 
carrying  of  them  out  of  the  .system,  and  thereby  tends  to  in- 
crease the  weight  of  the  man  while  at  the  same  time  it  obstructs 
his  nutrition.  It  makes  his  flesh  old  and  tough,  but  causes  it 
to  be  deprived  of  that  active,  vigorous,  highly  vitalized  con- 
dition which  belongs  to  the  healthy  person.  It  tends  to 
harden  the  liver,  while  it  reduces  considerably  its'  functional 
activity. 


TriE  Natur.\l  Clotiiino  of  Anim.\.ls. — The  clothing 
which  grows  from  the  bodies  of  animals  is  always  suitable  in 
quality  and  quantity  to  the  climate  and  season  under  which 
they  live.  In  hot  climates  the  coat  of  quadrupeds  is  short 
and  thin,  but  it  thickens  with  increasing  latitudes,  and  yields 
soft  and  abundant  fleeces.  At  the  poles  it  is, externally  shaggy 
and  coarse,  internally  shorter  and  fine,  as  in  the  skin  of  the 
Arctic  bear.  IIow  defensive  is  the  fur  of  amphibious  animals, 
the  beaver,  for  example !  How  abundant  and  smooth  upon 
birds  are  their  feathers,  shutting  up  the  heat  of  their  warm 
blood,  and  opposing  no  resistance  to  the  air  through  which 
they  fly !  The  birds  of  very  cold  regions  have  plumage  almost 
as  bulky  as  their  bodies;  and  those  which  live  much  in  the 
water  have  additionally  both  a  defence  of  oil  on  the  surface  of 
the  feathers,  and  the  interstices  of  the  ordinary  plumage  filled 
with  delicate  down — a  bad  conductor,  which  abounds  particu- 
larly on  the  breast,  as  it,  in  swimming,  first  meets  and  divides 
the  cold  wave.  Then  there  are  animals  with  warm  blood 
which  live  in  the  water — lor  example,  the  whale,  seal,  and 
walrus;  but  neither  hair  mir  feathers  oiled  would  have  been  a 
fit  clothing  for  them.  Ihey,  accordingly,  derive  protection 
from  the  cold  water  by  the  enormous  amount  of  blubber  or 
fat  which  .surrounds  their  bodies,  and  acts  as  a  non-conductor. 

— Dr.  Arnot. 
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GIO  T  TO 
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OUR  picture  represents  Giotto,  the  celebrated  Italian 
painter,  who  lived  in  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth 
century.  He  was  once  a  poor  shepherd  boy ;  and  while  tending 
his  sheep  in  the  field  he  drew  their  forms  in  the  sand  and  on 
flat  stones,  thus  developing  the  talent  that  made  him  what  he 
became,  the  great- 
est artist  of  his 
age.  He  won  the 
esteem  and  friend- 
ship of  the  great- 
est men  of  the 
time  in  which  he 
lived.  Dante  and 
Petrarch  were 
proud  to  own  him 
as  a  friend,  and 
the  city  of  Flor- 
ence erected  a 
statue  to  his  mem- 
ory. From  this 
little  shepherd  boy 
has  sprung  all  the 
"modern  schools 
of  painting"  so- 
called,  although 
Cimabue  was  the 
first  to  take  nature 
for  his  guide,  and 
depart  from  the 
formal  manner- 
isms of  the  period. 
His  pupil  Giotto, 
however,  far  ex- 
celled him  in  color- 
ing; his  drawing 
was  also  more  cor- 
rect, and  his  fig- 
ures more  graceful 
in  their  attitudes. 
Through  his  ex- 
cellence he  ac- 
quired the  appel- 
lation of  the 
Raffaelle  of  the 
age  in  which  be 
lived. 

To  Cimabue  and 
Giotto  and  their 
disciples  and  fol- 
lowers wc  are  in- 
debted for  the 
transition  from  the  ancient  Greek  to  the  more  modern  style  of 
painting.  The  principal  schools  of  painting,  al!  of  which  derived 
their  origin  from  those  two  masters,  are  denominated  as 
follows:  the  Fiorcntine,  the  Sienosc,  the  l!)uian,  the  Venetian 
and  the  L'iniliard;  and  ironi  thi;.-e  sdiools  have  originated  (lie 
jNIantua,  .Milan,  Modena  and  the  still  later  schools  of  I'Vance, 
Germany  and  England. 

Giotto  was  born  in  the  city  of  Florence  in  the  year  1270. 
He  was  the  son  of  a  laborer  at  Vespignano,   near  that  city- 


His  father  sent  him  at  an  early  age  to  assist  some  shepherds 
in  tending  their  flocks.  While  engaged  in  drawing  upon  a 
flat  stone,  with  a  pointed  one,  the  figure  of  one  of  his  sheep, 
as  seen  in  our  illustration,  Cimabue  found  him,  and  asked  if 
he  would  like  to  go  home  with  him  and  learn  to  paint. 

The  boy  replied  that  he  would,  very  willingly,  if  his  father 
would  give  him  leave. 

Permission  being  obtained  from  the  father,  Cimabue  took 
Giotto  with  him  to  Florence,  to  train  him  in  his  studio. 

In  a  short  time, 
11  i  >-  so   rapid  was   his 

progress  in  the 
art,  his  fame 
spread  in  all  the 
cities  of  Italy. 
His  reputation 
extended  to  the 
court  of  Rome, 
and  a  special 
messenger  was 
sent  to  Florence 
by  Pope  Boniface 
VIII.,  to  invite 
him  to  visit  the 
empire  city. 

The  pope  wish- 
ing to  employ 
painters  to  decor- 
ate the  interior  of 
St.Peters  Church, 
at  Rome^  sent 
his  messenger  to 
Giotto  desiring  a 
design  by  which 
his  holiness  might 
judge  of  his  ca- 
pacity. The  art- 
ist, who  was  a 
pleasant  man, 
took  a  sheet  of 
white  paper  and 
drew,  with  one 
stroke  of  his  pen- 
cil, a  circle  so 
exactly  round,  that 
"round  as  Giotto's 
0,"  became  a 
proverb.  Present- 
ing it  to  the  gen- 
tleman, he  told 
him  he  might  car- 
ry it  to  the  pope. 
The  messenger 
replied  "I  asked 
for  a  design." 

"Go,  sir,"  said  Giotto,  "that  is  all  your  master  asksof  me." 
It  is  licedless  to  say  that  this  specimen  was  at  once  accepted 
us  a  satisfactory  proof  (if  the  artist's  pre-eminent  talents. 

One  (lay,  (riolto  was  taking  his  accustomed  walk,  it 
being  Sunday,  and  ho  in  his  host  atliro  and  accompanied  by  a 
pariy  of  friends.  When  in  the  middle  of  an  interesting  .-tory, 
Romc  pigs  passed  suddenly  by,  and  one  of  thoni,  running 
between  the  paiifter's  Icixs,  threw  him  down.  When  hu  regained 
his  feet,  instead  of  delivering  a  terrible  oath  at  the  pig  on  the 


i£ 


S7S 


CTTJ^EllNriLE!     IIsrSTI?.TJOTOI2;. 


Lord's  day,  as  a  wicked,  thoughtless  man  would  have  done, 
he  observed,  laughingly: 

"People  say  these  beasts  are  stupid,  but  they  seem  to  me 
to  have  some  sense  of  justice;  for  [  have  earned  several 
thousand  crowns  with  their  bristles,  but  I  never  gave  one  of 
them  even  a  handful  of  soup  in  my  life." 

Giotto  painted  portraits  of  Clement  IV.  and  of  Dante  the 
poet  At  Padua  are  several  pictures  in  fresco  by  him,  of 
which  the  crucifixion,  and  casting  of  lots  for  Christ's  vesture 
are  considered  the  best.  He  was  the  first  artist  who  gave  to 
his  portraits  an  air  of  truth  and  resemblance,  and  he  left 
several  scholars  who  imitated  his  style  of  painting. 


-♦*- 


JOTTINGS     BY     A     YOUNG 
MISSIONARY. 


BY  STREBEN. 


(ContiinifJ.) 

SEVEPiAL  weeks  after  our  first  visit  to  Speicr  we  went  there 
again,  and  held  a  small  meeting  in  the  house  where  the  be- 
fore-mentioned young  man  lives.  Not  more  than  a  dozen  per.sons 
were  present,  although  quite  a  number  had  been  invited.  The 
weather,  which  was  very  disagreeable,  no  doubt  had  a  ten- 
dency to  prevent  some  coming  who  lived  a  little  distance  from 
the  ciiy.  It  gave  us  much  pleasure,  however,  to  have  the 
privilege  of  bearing  our  testimony  to  the  lew  assembled. 
After  our  meeting  we  gave  our  hearers  the  piivilege  to  ask 
i|ue?tions,  or  to  bring  forward  any  arguments  against  us.  One 
of  those  present,  a  rather  conceited  Methodist,  was  the  one 
who  had  the  most  to  say. 

'"Oh,  yes,"  says  he,  "I  believe  on  the  Bible,  and  what  is 
written  therein.  I  believe  that  faith,  repentance  and  baptism 
are  necessary  to  salvation,  yet  the  baptism  of  children  is  all 
that  is  necessary." 

It  was  an  easy  matter  to  show  from  the  scriptures  that  such 
a  belief  was  contrary  to  the  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ  and  all 
His  apostles;  and  the  world's  history  gives  the  date  of  the 
establishment  of  the  baptism  of  children  to  be  in  the  year 
2t>0,  A.  I). 

When  all  these  proofs  were  brought  before  the  eyes  of  this 
man,  and  he  could  not  deny  them,  he  sprang  upon  his  feet, 
and  said : 

''You  can  believe  what  you  like,  but  I  will  live  and  die 
what  1  am,  and  will  be  .saved  and  exalted;  for  I  live  in  Jesus 
and  He  lives  in  me,  and  this  is  all  I  want." 

Another  member  of  the  congregation  said  that  Jesus  had 
warned  His  di.«ciples  to  beware  of  false  prophets  who  were  to 
•  onie  and  say  ''Here  is  Christ,"  or  "There  is  Christ;"  and  as 
Jesu.s  told  His  followers  to  avoid  these  persons,  this  objector 
used  this  as  an  argument  against  us,  and  felt  himself  justified 
in  not  listening  to  our  teachings. 

A'ery  truly,  indeed,  did  Jesus  warn  the  people  concerning 
the  false  teachers  who  were  to  come  in  the  last  days,  yet  He 
also  provided  a  way  by  which  one  could  di.scern  a  false  teacher 
from  a  tiue  one,  or  a  false  doctrine  from  a  true  one.  He 
promised  signs  to  the  believer  in,  and  obcyer  of.  His  laws. 
He  promi.-^cd  to  impart  unto  them  the  Holy  (Ihost,  which 
would  give  them  a  testimony  of  the  truth,  and  also  enable 
them  to  discern  the  pood  and  evil  spirits  which  exist.  ]{ut 
the  world  at  large  deny  these  inestimable  blessings,  saying 
that  such  things  arc  not  ncce.s.sary  in  our  day,  but  that  we  are 
so  far  advanced  as  to  be  able  to  get  aloni;  without  the  Spirit 
of  <Iod.     The  truth  is  that  the  nations  of  the  earth   have  .so 


long  lain  in  darkness,  have  for  so  many  years  been  under  the 
control  of  Satan,  that  it  requires  great  exertion  and  determin- 
ation to  rid  them  of  this  power.  Thanks  to  our  merciful 
Heavenly  Father  that  He  has  again  restored  His  gospel  to  the 
earth,  in  all  its  ancient  purity  and  power,  so  that  many  have 
received  unspeakable  joy  in  their  hearts,  as  well  as  a  testi- 
mony from  God  that  the}'  are  His  children  and  heirs  of 
salvation. 

Prejudice,  we  find,  is  a  good  weapon  in  Satan's  hands,  by 
which  many  are  prevented  from  joining  a  Church,  the  princi- 
ples of  which  are  pure  to  every  honest-hearted  jierson ;  and  it 
was  evident  to  us  that  a  part  of  our  assembly  in  Speier  had 
come  to  hear  our  teachings  without  any  idea  of  ever  obeying 
them,  whether  they  were  true  or  not.  However,  now  that 
we  had  made  a  beginning,  now  that  our  first  meeting  had 
been  held,  we  entertained  the  idea  that  we  would  soon  be  able 
to  gain  some  converts,  as  well  as  to  hold  many  more  meetings; 
but  such  was  not  the  will  of  God,  for  when  we  visited  Speier 
in  two  weeks  from  the  time  that  we  held  our  first  meeting,  we 
found  that  several  newspapers  had  published  articles  warning 
the  people  from  having  anything  to  do  with  us,  and  the  owner 
of  the  house  in  which  we  held  our  meeting  had  forbidden  us 
to  do  so  again. 

Thu.-;  was  a  check  placed  upon  our  proceedings.  Notwith- 
standing this,  our  young  convert  was  diligent  in  bearing  his 
testimony  to  his  fellow-workmen,  and  to  everyone  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact ;  but  the  truth  was  not  aceepted,  and  up  to 
the  present  time,  although  testimony  upon  testimony  has  been 
given,  and  abundance  of  jiamphlets  have  been  distributed,  no 
one  has  been  added  to  the  Church  in  that  city,  with  the 
exception  of  the  young  man  and  his  mother,  who  .will  stand 
as  witnesses  agsinst  the  inhabitants  of  Speier  on  the  day  of 
judgment. 

The  newspajier  articles  which  I  referred  to  above,  were 
copied  by  other  papers,  and  were  the  cause  of  considerable 
comment  by  the  newspapers  throughout  diiferent  parts  of 
Germany.  By  this  means  the  attention  of  many  was  attracted 
to  us,  and  letters  arrived  from  per.sons  who  lived  in  every  part 
of  the  land  desiring  to  know  what  we  taught,  and  our  scrip- 
tural proof  for  the  same. 

Thus  can  be  seen  how  God  overrules  things  for  the  good  of 
His  cause,  and  what  means  He  uses  to  make  the  principles  of 
the  gospel  known,  so  that  the  testimony  can  be  given  unto 
every  nation,  kindred,  tongue  and  people. 

The  many  newspaper  articles,  together  with  the  talk  about 
the  "Mormons,"  caused  the  authorities  of  Mannheim  to 
become  somewhat  exercised  over  our  proceedings.  Accord- 
ingly, one  week  after  our  visit  to  Speier,  at  which  time  we 
were  unable  to  hold  meeting,  the  commissioner  of  Jlannheim 
attended  our  meeting.  He  entered  the  hall  just  after  the 
opening  prayer,  and  while  we  were  singing  ^the  second  hymn 
he  took  a  seat  close  by  the  door,  and  during  the  services  paid 
the  strictest  attention. 

Jlysclf  and  camjianion  bore  our  testimonie.«,  and  as  we  were 
about  to  close  the  meeting  this  officer  of  the  law  requested 
the  privilege  of  speaking  a  few  words. 

This  re(iue.st  was  readily  granted,  and  he  came  forward  to 
the  front  and  expressed  some  few  words,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  short  .-ynopsis; 

"Ladies  and  gentlemen,  T  was  ordered  by  the  authorities  of 
the  city  to  attend  yoiir  meeting  tliis  afternoon,  and  take  note 
of  your  proceedings.  1  have  listened  with  no  little  interest, 
and  can  truly  .'ay  that  I  have  seen  or  heard  nothing  which  can 
be  construed  as  being  against  the  laws  of  order  or  the  laws  of 
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this  country ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  can  readily  see  that  it 
the  principles  you  teach  could  only  be  made  universal,  it 
would  produce  a  better  class  of  people,  in  every  respect,  than 
now  exists. 

"In  this  country  the  right  is  granted  to  everyone  to  worship 
God  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience;  still,  public 
gatherings  of  every  kind  are  forbidden,  unless  permission  is 
obtained  to  that  effect.  Therefore,  I  would  advise  you  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  to  government  for  the  permission  to  hold  your 
meetings,  and  when  this  permit  is  obtained,  you  can  continue 
without  any  fear  of  interruption. 

"Now,  gentlemen"  (turning  tons  two  Elders  from  Utah),  "I 
would  like  to  have  you  appear  before  me  to-morrow  morning 
in  my  office,  and  bring  with  you  one  copy  of  each  of  the  books 
and  pamphlets  which  your  people  hero  read,  which  relate  in 
any  way  to  your  doctrines." 

With  these  few  words  he  left,  after  having  received  our 
promise  to  meet  him  the  nest  day. 

In  accordance  with  our  promise,  we  met  the  commissioner 
the  following  day,  and  delivered  to  him  copies  of  our  books, 
which  he  desired  to  retain  until  he  had  time  to  look  them 
over.  He  informed  us  that  in  all  probability  we  would  be 
summoned  to  appear  before  a  higher  authority  in  a  few  days, 
after  he  had  given  in  his  report. 

He  also  said,  "As  for  myself,  I  am  satisfied  with  your  prin- 
cipes,  and  wish  that  you  had  full  freedom  to  proceed  in 
making  converts.  Two  principles,  however,  which  will  tend 
in  my  opinion  to  prevent  your  having  full  freedom  here,  are 
the  emigration  and  polj-gamy;  the  latter,  although  you  do  not 
teach  it  here,  is  still  a  principle  of  your  religion." 

He  would  not  allow  us  to  talk  much  to  him,  because,  said 
he :  "If  I  learn  much  from  you  I  have  got  to  answer  for  much 
to  those  higher  in  authority,  therefore  I  prefer  hearing  as 
little  as  possible." 

After  informing  him  where  we  could  be  found  when  wanted, 
we  left  with  the  hope  that  we  would  not  be  prevented  from 
holding  our  services. 

{To  he  Continued.) 
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THE  morning  after  the  meeting,  tho.se  of  the  Twelve  who 
were  in  Nauvoo  and  Bishop  \Vhitney  called  upon  Sidney 
Piigdon.  He  agreed  to  meet  them  in  council  at  Elder  John 
Taylor's,  after  dinner.  Ho  did  .--o,  and  when  he  came  in  he 
paced  the  room,  and  told  them  they  were  used  up  and  divided, 
the  brethren  were  voting  every  way,  and  the  anti-"Mormons" 
had  got  them.  "Vou  cannot,"  said  he,  "stay  in  the  country; 
everything  is  in  confusion;  you  can  do  nothing;  you  lack  a 
great  leader;  you  want  a  head,  and  unli'ss  you  unite  upon  that 
head,  you  arc  blown  to  the  f(uir  winds;  the  anti-'JIormous' 
will  carry  the  election.    A  guardian  must  be  appointed." 

This  was  the  style  of  his  conversation  from  the  time  he 
reached  Nauvoo,  jiredicting  evil  upon  the  people,  extolling 
himself,  and  relating  the  great  things  he  would  accompli.sh,  all 
with  a  design  to  induce  the  people  to  accept  him  as  the  leader 
of  the  Church. 


These  remarks  stirred  up  Elder  George  A.  Smith ;  he  knew 
them  to  be  incorrect  and  prompted  by  a  wrong  spirit.    Said  he : 

"Brethren,  Elder  Kigdon  is  entirely  mistalcen,  there  is  no 
division;  the  brethren  iire  united;  the  election  will  be  unanimous- 
and  the  friends  of  law  and  order  will  be  elected  by  a  thousand 
majority.  There  is  no  occasion  to  be  alarmed,  President  Rigdon 
is  inspiring  fears  there  are  no  grounds  for," 

The  result  proved  that  he  was  right,  and  Rigdon  was 
wrong.  The  election  was  one  of  the  most  unanimous  ever 
held  in  Nauvoo.  There  were  only  five  opposition  votes  polled 
in  that  city,  and  in  the  county  the  majority  for  the  "law  and 
order"  candidates,  as  the  men  for  whom  the  Saints  voted  were 
called,  was  over  one  thousand,  and  this,  too,  after  the  votes 
which  the  anti"Mormons"  had  smuggled  in  from  other 
counties  had  been  counted ! 

Before  he  left  the  council  Rigdon  said  he  did  not  expect  the 
people  to  choose  a  "guardian"  on  Thursday,  but  to  have  a 
prayer  meeting,  an  interchange  of  thought  and  feeling,  and 
warm  up  each  other's  hearts.  The  result  showed  how  much 
confidence  could  be  placed  in  his  word,  for  when  the  day  ar- 
rived, his  proposition  was  not  to  have  a  prayer  meeting,  but 
to  select  and  appoint  a  "guardian.'' 

While  these  things  were  transpiring  at  Nauvoo,  the  Twelve 
Apostles  were  making  the  best  of  their  way  home.  Those 
were  not  the  days  of  speedy  communication  by  rail  and  tele- 
graph that  we  now  have.  There  was  then  no  telegraphic  wire 
along  which  intelligence  could  be  flashed  with  lightning  speed 
between  friends  widely  separated.  All  news  had  to  be  sent  by 
mes.'enger  or  by  tardy  mails.  Days  and  days  had  passed  after 
the  massacre  of  Joseph  and  Hyrum  before  the  Apostles  ia  the 
east  even  heard  the  rumors  of  that  foul  crime,  and  then  they 
had  to  still  wait  to  receive  the  news  in  a  shape  upon  which 
they  could  rely. 

When  they  could  no  longer  doubt  the  truth  of  the  sad 
tidings,  they  could  not  leave  their  fields  immediately  to  return 
homo.  It  was  the  2.5th  of  July  before  they  succeeded  in  get- 
ting away  from  New  York.  Before  them  they  had  a  journey, 
which,  make  the  best  time  they  could,  would  occupy  a  much 
longer''period  than  it  now  takes  to  come  from  New  York  to 
this  point — the  heart  of  the  Rocky  Mountains — or  than  it 
takes  even  to  travel  from   the  Atlantic  Ocean  to   the  Pacific. 

But  they  felt  to  hurry;  and  well  they  might  so  feel.  Hearts 
were  anxiously  beating  for  their  arrival,  and  prayers  frequently 
ascended  for  them  to  be  speeded  on  their  journey. 

At  Nauvoo,  plotters  were  at  work;  wolves  in  sheeps'  clothing 
laid  plans  to  obtain  possession  of  the  flock.  The  chief  shep- 
herds had  been  slain,  and  now  false  shepherds  began  to 
appear;  they  claimed  the  flock  as  theirs.  It  was  a  critical 
time,  and  the  faithful  Saints  desired  the  presence  of  the 
Twelve  Apostles.  That  body  was  now  the  leading  quorum  ; 
its  president  was  a  man  of  unflinching  integrity,  of  unwaver- 
ing faith,  a  man  who  never  faltered;  its  members  were  men  of 
ripe  experience,  of  matured  wisdom,  familiar  with  the  law  of 
God,  the  authority  of  the  priesthood  and  the  organization  of 
the  Church.  If  Klgdon's  as.sumptions  and  claims  were  right, 
j  they  were  the  men  whose  statement  to  that  effect  would  have 
*  weight,  and  carry  it  with  confidence;  if  they  were  wrong  (and 
this  was  the  prevailing  opinion),  they  wore  the  men  to  c.xpo.se 
and  handle  him. 

There  was  a  proviilence  in  Kigdon's  wish  to  have  the  meet- 
ing on  Tuesday  nut  being  granted  ;  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was 
I     in  Marks'  postponement  till  Thursday. 

]         At   about   eight   o'clock    on    Tuesday   evening.    President 
'     Brighaiu  Young,    Hebcr  ('.    Kimball,  Or.son  Pratt,   Wilford 
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Woodruff  and  Lyman    Wight,  landed  from    a  steamboat  at 
Nauvoo. 

Once  more  there  was  a  quorum  of  Apostles  among  the 
Saints ;  once  more  they  had  those  who  held  the  keys  of  the 
priesthood  and  presidency  in  their  midst,  and  though  gloom 
reigned  in  the  city  for  the  death  of  the  loved  ones  who  had 
gone,  yet  men  rejoiced,  and  a  feeling  of  relief  filled  the  heirt 
of  every  faithful  Saint.  The  guardians  whom  God  had 
appointed  were  there,  and  the  thought  gave  comfort  and 
strength. 

[To    he    Continued.) 
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THE 


THE     LAND     OF     XEPHI. 


BY    G.  R. 


'T^HE  exact  place  where  Lchi  and  his  little  colony  first 
-*■  landed  on  this  continent  is  not  stated  in  the  Book  of 
3Iormon  ;  (47)*  but  it  is  generally  believed  among  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  to  have  been  on  the  coast  of  Chili.  In  fact  it  is 
widely  understood  that  tlie  Lord  so  informed  the  Prophet 
Josejih  Smith. 

In  this  land,  Lchi  died  (CiS).  Soon  after  his  death,  Nephi, 
and  those  of  the  colony  who  wished  to  serve  the  Lord,  de- 
parted for  a  far  country.  They  did  so  by  direct  command  of 
heaven.  The  reason  for  this  command  was  the  murderous 
hatred  shown  by  Laman  and  Lemuel  towards  Nojihi  and  his 
friends.  These  vicious  men  determined  to  lull  Nephi,  that  he 
might  not  be  a  king  and  a  ruler  over  them.  Their  hearts  were 
wicked,  they  loved  sin,  and  were  determined  that  they  would 
not  be  governed  by  their  virtuous  and  heaven-favored  brother. 

Xephi  and  his  comi)any  journeyed  in  the  wilderness  for 
many  day.s.  (70).  By  the  expression  "the  wilderness,"  we 
undcr.-taiid  the  insjiired  writer  to  mean  the  uncultivated  and 
uninhabited  portion  of  the  land.  This  word  ai)pears  to  be 
frequently  used,  in  after  years,  with  this  signification.  At 
other  times  it  is  applied  to  the  desert  and  uninhabitable 
regions,  the  tro)iical  forests  and  jungles  infested  with  wiM 
beasts.  The  jounioy  of  the  N'ephites  was  northward,  as  is 
shown  by  their  later  history;  but  Nephi,  in  his  very  brief 
account  of  this  migration,  .says  nothing  with  regard  to  the 
direction  in  whicli  they  traveled. 

At  the  end  of  many  days  a  land  was  i'ound  which  was 
deemed  suitable  for  .settlenien'.  Here  the  com|iaiiy  pilihed 
their  tents,  and  (!oinmcnced  the  tillage  of  the  soil.  In  bonur 
of  their  leader,  it  was  called  the  laml  of  Nephi :  or,  to  use  the 
modest  language  of  Nephi,  '".^ly  iieoi)le  would  that  wc  sliould 
call  the  name  of  the  place  Nei)hi;  wherefore  wc  ilid  call  it 
Nephi."   171). 

No  do\ibt  the  choice  of  location  was  made  by  JMvine  inspi- 
ration. It  was  a  highly-faviired  land;  rich  in  mineral  and 
ve'.'etable  productiuns,  an<l  yieliled  abundant  crops  to  the 
labors  of  the  husbandman.  , 

In  this  liappy  country  the  Ne])liitcs  dwelt,  ]irospercd  and 
increased  for  nearly  four  hundred  year.s,  when  by  God's  coni- 
niaiid  tliey  again  moved  northwanl.  From  that  time  the 
Lamanites  became  the  rulers  of  the  land  of  Nephi. 

It  may  be  asked :  In  what  portion  of  the  Snuth  American 
continent  lay  the  region  occupied  by  Nephi  and  Iiis  people.' 


*— Tbe  figures  refer  to  pages  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  new  edition. 


This  cannot  be  answered  authoritatively.  We  are  nowhere 
told  its  exact  situation.  Still,  there  are  many  references  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon  from  which  we  can  judge,  to  some  extent, 
of  its  location.  Elder  Orson  Pratt  suggests  i\\^  it  was  in  the 
country  we  now  call  Ecuador.  The  writer  of  this  paper 
entirely  agrees  with  Elder  Pratt's  suggestion.  Other  brethren 
have  placed  it  considerably  further  south,  but  in  our  reading 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon  wc  have  found  no  evidence  to  confirm 
their  suppositions,  but  much  to  contradict  them. 

Our  readers  must  not  forget  that  there  were  two  lands  called 
by  the  name  of  Nephi.  The  first  was  a  very  limited  district 
immediately  surrounding  the  city  of  Nephi.  This  was  the 
original  land  of  Nephi,  where  he  and  his  people  settled. 
The  other  land  of  Nephi  occupied  the  whole  of  the  continent 
■south  of  the  great  wilderness.  This  wilderness  formed  its 
northern  boundary,  and  its  frontier  thereon  ran  ''in  a  straight 
course  from  the  east  sea  to  the  west,"  (:jS3)  or,  to  use  our 
modern  geograjihical  names,  in  a  straight  line  from  the  Atlan- 
tic to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

As  this  wilderness,  though  of  great  length  east  and  west, 
was  but  a  narrow  strip  north  and  south,  (302)  and  its  northern 
edge  ran  close  to  the  head  waters  of  the  Eiver  Sidon  (or 
Magdaleua),  it  is  evident  that  the  land  of  Nephi  covered 
by  far  the  greater  portion  of  South  America.  Within  its 
wide  boundaries  "was  situated  the  original  land  of  Nephi,  as 
well  as  many  other  lands  called  by  various  local  names,  just 
in  the  same  way  as  there  are  many  States  in  these  United 
States,  all  together  forming  one  great  nation. 

The  original  land  of  Nephi  was  the  centre  of  Nephite  civil- 
ization during  their  occupancy  of  the  country,  and  fi'om 
thence  they  spread  out  and  colonized.  It  was  also  the  seat  of 
government  when  the  Lamanites  were  its  rulers.  (r!75).  It  is 
very  obvious  how  theie  grew  to  be  these  two  lands  of  Nejihi. 
At  first,  the  small  district  round  the  city  of  Nephi  comprised 
all  the  territory  occupied  by  the  Nephitcs.  As  thej'  spread 
out,  whatever  valley,  ])lain,  etc.,  they  reclaimed  from  the  wil- 
derness was  considered  a  part  of  that  land ;  and  thus,  year  by 
year,  its  borders  grew  wider  and  wider,  while  for  convenience 
sake  or  governujcntal  imrpo.scs,  the  newly  built  cities  and  the 
laud  surroundini;  were  called  by  varied  names  according  to  the 
wishes  of  the  pcojilc,  most  lre(|uently  after  the  leader  of  the 
out-going  cohmy  or  founder  of  the  city.  Thus  we  have  a  land 
of  Nephi  within  the  land  of  Nephi,  just  as  we  have  now-a- 
days  Utah  County  within  T'tah  Territory,  and  the  city  of  New 
York  and  the  CouiUy  of  New  Vork  within  the  State  of  New 
^'(irk.  To  distinguish  the  smaller  or  original  land  of  Nephi 
Dniii  the  whole  country,  it  is  sonietinu's  callc<l  the  land  of 
Lehi-Neiihi. 

We  have  staled  above  that  the  original  land  of  Nephi  was 
a  very  limited  district.  We  think  this  is  easily  proved.  It 
was  So  limited  in  extent  that  we  are  told  King  Noah  built  a 
tiiwer  near  the  temple  "so  high,  that  he  could  stand  upon 
the  top  thereof  and  overlook"  not  only  the  land  of  Lehi- 
Neiihi  where  it  was  built,  but  also  "the  land  of  Shilom  and 
the  land  of  Shemlon,"  which  last  named  land  was  possessed 
by  the  Lamanites.  No  matter  how  high  the  tower,  tliesc 
lands  must  have  been  comjiaratively  small  (or  at  any  rate  the 
land  of  Jichi-Nephi  was)  to  have  enabled  a  man  to  overlook 
the  whole  three  from  the  top  of  one  liuilding. 

It  was  on  the  borders  of  this  land,  at  the  outer  edge  of  its 
(■ultivate<l  grounds,  in  the  forest  (or  thicket)  of  Mormon,  that 
Alma  used  to  "hide  himself  in  the  daytime,  from  tlie  searches 
iif  the  king,"  (3tl)  while  he  ministered  among  the  people 
when  the  shades  of  evening  gave  him  security.      It  was  here 
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he  gathered  the  believers  in  his  teachings,  baptized  them  in 
the  waters  of  Mormon,  and  organized  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ,  From  the  waters  of  Mormon  to  Zarahemla  it  was 
twent}--two  day's  actual  travel  for  an  emigrant  train. 

Alma,  having  been  warned  of  the  Lord  that  the  armies  of 
King  Noah  would  come  upon  his  people,  "they  gathered 
together  their  flocks,  and  took  of  their  grain  and  departed 
into  the  wilderness"  (213),  which  divided  the  lands  of  Xephi 
and  Zarahemla.  "And  they  fled  eight  days'  journey  into  the 
wilderness"  (213),  when  they  rested  and  commenced  to  build 
a  city,  which  they  called  Helam.  Being  afterwards  compelled 
to  leave  this  city,  on  account  of  the  persecutions  of  the 
Lamanites  and  Amulonitcs,  they  again  took  their  journey 
northward,  and  reached  the  homes  of  the  main  body  of  the 
Nephites  in  Zarahemla  in  about  fourteen  days  (21S). 

Here  we  have  a  people  encumbered  and  delajed  with  flocks 
and  herds,*  heavily  laden  with  grain,  etc.,  making  the  journey 
(in  two  separate  stages)  in  twenty-two  days.  It  is  scarcely 
supposable  that  they  traveled  in  a  direct  line;  mountains,  rivers, 
swamps,  etc.,  would  render  the  journey  somewhat  circuitous 
or  winding.  But  even  supposing  that  they  did  advance  in  an 
almost  direct  line  from  point  to  point,  it  would  only  make  the 
distance  between  Nephi  and  Zarahemla  220  miles,  if  they 
traveled  ten  miles  a  day ;  330,  if  they  traveled  fifteen  miles ; 
and  440  if  they  journej'cd  twenty  miles  a  day. 

Our  readers  must  decide  for  themselves  which  distance  per 
day  is  the  most  likely  that  a  company  driving  their  flocks  and 
herds  before  them,  would  advance,  through  an  unexplored 
wilderness,  full  of  natural  hindrances,  and  without  roads, 
bridges,  ferries  and  other  helps  to  the  traveler. 
(To   he  Continued.) 
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aOOD    THOUGHTS. 


BY   W.    n.    APPERLEY. 


GOOD  thoughts  generall.v  lead  to  noble  actions,  and  generous 
deeds  always  bring  contentment  to  the  mind.  The  chil- 
dren of  the  Latter-day  Saints  have  a  great  work  to  perform, 
End  all  should  comniene^ow.  There  is  nn  time  to  lose  by 
those  who  wish  to  become  truly  great,  and  the  only  way  to 
become  truly  great  is  to  become  truly  good. 

Every  child  that  intends  to  make  himself  great  in  the  king- 
dom of  God  mujst  commence  with  him.self. 

We  should  pray  verj'  earnestly  to  God  to  give  us  irare 
thoughts  and  wisdom  to  act  aright  at  all  times.  If  we  will 
then  do  our  part,  God  will  answer  our  prayers.  But  our 
Heavenly  Father  is  not  very  likely  to  give  us  pure  thoughts, 
and  make  us  wise,  if  we  pray  ever  so  earnestly  and  then 
quarrel  with  some  one,  or  use  bad  language  of  any  kind. 

I  think  that  boys  and  girls  will  generally  have  good  and 
jiure  thoughts  if  they  will  obser\-e  the  following  advice  very 
carefully : 

Give  the  mind  something  good  to  think  about;  read  tlu^ 
history  of  the  great  and  good— ponder  over  it,  and  try  to 
imitate  it.  Take  very  careful  notice  of  everything  that  is 
beautiful  to  the  eye,  such  as  flowers,  paintings  and  birds,  ami 
all  that  is  beautiful  in  nature  and  art. 

And  wo  should  not  only  (jbscrvc  all  these  beauties,  but  we 
should  try  to  learn  all  we  can  about  them,  by  talking  to  (uu- 
playmates  about  tlicni,  and  asking  iiuestions  of  our  i-arcnts  or 
those  who  are  older  than  ourselves. 

■\Vc  must  carefully  avoid  tlic  following:  Speaking  evil  of  the 
absent,  and  talking  of  others'  faults.      If  we  tliink  .some  one 


has  injured  us,  it  is  not  our  right  to  tell  others  about  it.  It 
would  do  us  no  good,  and  would  likely  injure  his  character. 
We  should  go  to  the  person  that  we  think  has  done  us  the 
wrong,  and  explain  our  complaints  in  as  nice  a  way  as  we  can. 
If  we  will  do  so,  we  will  generally  find  that  it  has  been  a  slight 
misunderstanding. 

It  takes  moral  courage  to  do  so,  but  this  is  the  only  right 
way  to  act.  I  don't  think  there  is  an  Apostle  in  our  Church 
that  would  be  unwilling  to  listen  attentively  to  any  such  com- 
plaints from  any  little  boy  or  girl. 

All  who  read  this  should  try  very  hard  to  live  one  week 
without  speaking  one  unkind  word.  Ask  your  parents  not  to 
scold  or  provoke  you,  but  to  correct  your  errors  in  a  very  quiet 
and  gentle  waj-.  Then,  with  the  assistance  of  God,  you  may  be 
able  to  do  so.  If  you  should  fail  the  first  week,  keep  trying 
until  vou  can. 


LETTER  FROM  ONE  OF  THE 
BOYS. 


Springville  City, 

November  27,  1880. 

Mrs.  Hannah  T.  Khifj, 

Dear  Sijter; — I  Imve  alwa3-s  felt  backward  in  making 
my  first  attempt  to  write  a  few  lines  for  the  Instructor.  I 
have  overcome  my  timidity  at  last,  and  have  made  a  blundering 
start.  Although  I  may  make  a  great  many  mistakes  the  first 
time,  I  hope  to  improve  and  do  better,  if  I  do  not  find  it  too 
great  a  task,  which  I  hope  I  will  not. 

If  it  is  too  much  of  a  task  for  the  boys  to  write  a  small  piece 
occasionally,  I  should  think  that  you  would  find  it  a  great  task 
to  keep  up  your  correspondence. 

My  parents  have  been  trying  so  long  to  get  me  to  write  a  piece 
for  the  Juvenile  Instructor,  that  I  cannot  put  it  off  any 
longer. 

I  have  been  born  and  raised  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
taught  to  be  honest,  and  to  honor  and  respect  the  Priesthood 
which  is  placed  over  us.  I  hav.e  always  taken  a  great  interest  in 
the  Sunday  school,  which  I  consider  a  good  place  to  spend  an 
hour  on  Sunday  morning. 

If  any  of  us  do  not  feel  disposed  to  go  to  Sunday  school,  we 
should  stay  at  home  and  read  our  books  and  the  history  of  the 
Church,  instead  of  going  hunting  or  rambling  around  on  the 
streets. 

Young  folks  should  feel  grateful  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for 
the  privileges  we  have,  when  we  think  nf  the  small  chance  our 
parents  had  to  learn  and  educate  themselves,  in  the  early  rise  of 
the  Church,  when  they  were  persecuted  and  burned  outof  hou^e 
and  home  by  the  blood-thirsty  mob,  and  had  not  clothes  enough 
to  cover  their  bodies  from  the  cold. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  law  of  the  land  will  protect  the  human 
race;  it  failed  in  this  case,  but  the  law  of  God  will  never  fail, 
worlds  without  end. 

For  fear  your  correspon'lonce  would  stop,  I  thought  I  would 
do  my  part  in  keeping  it  up.  I  will  continue  to  do  so  hence- 
forth, as  lone  as  I  am  able.  I  read  your  letters  with  great 
pleasure,  and  shall  anxiously  await  your  next  one.  I  feel  t;) 
keep  up  my  end  of  the  chain  that  you  spoke  about. 

My  next  letter  will  eouie  from  the  south,  as  I  am  going  on 
a  journey. 

I  will  close,  hoping  to  sec  your  correspondence  continued. 
Your  brolluM"  ir.  the  gospel, 

Wii.i.iAM  Wallace  Kodev. 


Lll'E  is  nnde  up,  not  of'great  Facrificcs  or  duties  but  of  litil 
things  in  which  smiles  and  kindue.s.-'CS  and  small  obligations 
arc  what  win  and  preserve  the  heart  and  secure  comfort. 
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A    THANKSaiVINO     HYMN. 


Words  by  B.  N.  K. 


Music  by  B  Flat. 
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We'll  join  to  sing  Thy  praises 
Forplcssings  Thou  hast  given  — 

The  blessings  of  the  gospel, 

Which  leads  from  earth  to  heaven. 

The  prophet  Joseph  brought  us 
Thy  truth  without  alloy; 


The  principles  he  taught  us 
Fill  humble  hearts  with  joy. 

"We  thank  Thee  that  an  angel 
To  earth  tlie  tidings  bore, 

That  Thy  eternal  i>riesthood, 
Thou  would'st  again  restore. 


BETTER    THAN     GOLD. 


Better  than  grandeur,  better  than  gold, 
A  rank  or  titles,  a  hundred-fold. 
Is  a  healthful  body,  a  mind  at  ease. 
And  simple  pleasures  that  always  jdeasc. 
A  heart  that  can  feel  for  a  neighbor's  woe, 
And  share  his  joj-  with  a  friendly  glow. 
With  sympathies  large  enough  to  enfold 
All  men  as  brothers,  is  better  than  gold. 

Better  than  gold  is  the  sweet  repose 

Of  the  sons  of  toil  when  their  labors  close; 

Better  than  gold  is  the  poor  man's  sleep, 

And  the  balm  that  drops  on  his  slumbers  deep. 

Better  than  gold  is  a  thinking  mind. 

That  in  realms  of  thought  and  books  can  find 

A  treasure  surpassing  Australian  ore. 

And  live  with  the  great  and  good  of  yore. 

— Alex.  Smart. 


The  answer  to  the  EQigtui  published  in  No.  21  is  Turkey. 
We  have  received  correct  solutions  from  David  J.  Bowen, 
Jane  Bowen,  Harriman;  J  no.  Weston,  Mary  Weston,  Lake 
Town;  AloDzo  Brown,  Annie  Newman,  Ogden;  IlattieFarns- 
worth,  Beaver;  Bennie  Jones,  Washington;  Agnes  ]•].  Hinton, 
A'irgcn  City:  Wm.  S.  Walters.  Well.-ville;  Addic  Hose, 
Farmington  ;  Charlotte  Ball,  Mary  E.  Shelly,  American  Fork  ; 
Matilda  Weeks.  Kewanee,  Ills.;  W.  G.  Brewer,  Ilennefer; 
Joseph  H.   lla.slam,  B.  J.  Beer,  Salt  Lake  City. 


S  C  H  I  P  T  U  ]l  A  E    E  N  I  a  M  A 


IJV    W.    C.    I5RK.WKR. 


Who  was  it  that,  when  hearing  of  the  mi.sery  of  Jeru- 
salem, mourned,  fasted  and  prayed  to  the  Lord  for 
mercy  towards  the  people'? 

Who  was  it  that  promised  the  widow  her  oil  should  be 
multiplied? 


:~p 


<  w 
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3.  Who  was  it  that  gathered  his  host  and  went  up  and 

besieged  Samaria'? 

4.  Who  was  made  king  of  Jerusalem  after  Amaziah  was 

slain '? 

5.  Who  was  sent  to  tell  (he  king  that  Absalom  was  slain? 

5.     Who  was  it  that  told   Herod's  daughter  to  ask  for  the 
head  of  John  the  Baptist? 

7.  Who  was  it  that  gave  a  letter  unto  Ezra,  the  priest? 

8.  Who  was  it  that  received  the  name  of  Beltcshazzar  from 

the  prince  of  the  eunuchs? 

9.  Who  was  it  that,  being  captain  of  the  guard,  let  Jeremiah 

go  from  Ramah? 

10.  Who  was  it  that  was  made  bare  and  uncovered  in  his 

secret  places  ? 
H.  Who  was  it  that  was  overtakefl|u  the  plains  of  Jericho 
by  the  army  of  the  Chaldeans? 

12.  Who  was  Titus  commanded  to  bring  to  Nicopolis,  along 

with  Apollos? 

13.  Who  was  it  that  Paul  almost  persuaded  to  be  a  Christian? 

14.  Who  was  it  that  gave  lodgings  to  the  two  spies  that  were 

sent  out  by  Joshua? 
The  initial  letters  of  all  these  will  spell  the  name  of  one  of 
history's  greatest  kings. 
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